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cotton,,  peanuts,  rice,  and 


especially  corn.    Some  of  our  reports  indicate  farmers  in  some  of  the  corn 
counties  are  not  yet  fully  informed  about  what  is  involved  in  the  choice 
offered  in  the  corn  program  vote,  between  the  Soil  Bank  corn  base  acreage  and 
the  acreage  allotment  plan.    If  two- thirds  or  more  of  the  farmers  who  vote  favor 
the  Soil  Bank  base,  such  as  was  used  this  year,  that  plan  will  be  used.  If 
more  than  one-third  favor  acreage  allotments,  which  were  in  effect  before  this 
year,  allotments  will  be  in  effect. 

Wool  and  Lamb  Promotion  in  ' 57 

The  same  plan  for  financing  \7ool  and  lamb  marketing  promotion  that  was 
in  effect  this  year  will  again  be  used  in  '57*    Under  the  National  Wool  Act 
promotion  will  be  financed  by  deductions  from  this  year's  wool  payments  made 
to  producers  next  summer.    These  funds  will  be  used  for  advertising,  and  other 
promotional  and  related  market  development  activities.    The  deductions  made 
under  last  year's  program  amounted  to  about  $3 > 000, 000. 

Stronger  Home  Ec.  Research  Urged 


USDA's  Home  Economics  Research  Advisory  Committee  meeting  here  this 
week  urged  research  aimed  at  making  children's  shoes  fit  better  and  wear 
longer,  studies  started  to  find  the  farm  household  water  needs,  and  more  in- 
vestigation of  the  role  of  fats  in  human  nutrition. 

What  Is  Your  Suggestion? 

Saturday,  February  2,  1951?  is  to  be  Farm  Broadcasting  Recognition  Day, 
co- sponsored  by  the  Wat'l  Ass'n  of  Radio  and  Television  Broadcasters  (manage- 
ment), the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Television  and  Radio  Farm  Directors,  and  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture  ...  It  is  hoped  that  all  kinds  of  media  outlets 
as  possible  will  on  that  day  give  recognition  to  the  years  of  dependable  and 
useful  service  to  agriculture  and  the  rest  of  the  nation  by  farm  broadcasters 
on  radio  and  television.    This  is  intended  for  the  attention  of  the  general 
public  in  recognition  of  a  job  which  is  being  done  well,  not  necessarily  for 
the  singling  out  of  individuals  or  groups  for  honors.    What  your  station  may  do 
to  call  attention  to  its  own  farm  service  is  up  to  the  station.    The  national 
sponsors  of  the  Day  will  provide  useful  materials,  including  recorded  statements 
by  leading  public  figures,  suggested  promotionalmaterials  and  other  aids,  which 
will  be  mailed  by  NARTB  to  stations  requesting  it,  including  those  not  WARTB 
members.    Jack  Jackson,  KCMO,  Kansas  City,  is  chairman  of  the  committee  from 
NATRFD.    He  welcomes  your  suggestions  for  helping  make  Farm  Broadcasting 
Recognition  Day  most  effective.    Get  in  touch  with  him  right  away. 
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Post  Thanksgiving  Hash 

What  looks  more  like  a  picture  of  a  mad  scientist  in  one  of  those  comic 
books  you  don't  like  your  kids  to  read,  but  which  is  labeled  "Happy  Mai,  the 
Farmers'  Pal"  reached  us  last  week  via  George  Round,  U.  of  Neb.  and  Les  Schlup, 
Fed.  Ext.  Service.    It's  a  horrendous  caricature  of  Mai  Hansen,  WOW,  Omaha, 
and  it's  on  our  gallery  board.    Wow,  Mai,  maybe  you'll  send  us  a  better  one.  .  . 
.  .  .Don't  know  whether  the  NATRFD  convention  in  Chicago  or  Farm-City  Week  had 
ainything  to  do  with  it,  but  farm  broadcaster  George  Roesner  (Razener)  showed  up 
on  the  front  cover  of  BROADCASTING-TELECASTING  magazine  last  week.    It  was  a 

KPRC,  Houston,  ad  For  the  first  time  in  seven  years,  Bill  Drips,  one 

of  the  founding  fathers,  attended  the  recent  NATRFD  convention.    Holder  of  one 
of  the  two  honorary  memberships  in  NATRFD,  Bill  was  for  many  years  agricultural 
director  of  NBC  and  as  such  worked  closely  with  Larry  Haeg,  Sam  Schneider,  Herb 
Plambeck,  George  Round,  Wallace  Kadderly,  and  a  handful  of  others  to  get  the  . 
organization  started  in  19*1-3  and  *kk.    Bill  retired  in  1950  to  regain  his  health 
on  the  slopes  of  Mt.  Hood  in  Oregon.    This- -Trent  so  well  that  for  the  past  three 
years  he  has  been  doing  a  weekly  farm  show  on  KOIN-TV,  Portland.    His  latest 
claim  to  fame  is  getting  the  title  of  "Big  Chief"  of  the  Mt.  Hood  Powwow.  He 
says  the  powwow  is  a  "super  chamber  of  commerce  for  the  Mt.  Hood  area"  -  -  It 
was  good  to  see  you  again,  Bill,  you  old  rebel.    By  the  way,  was  that  the  same 
cigar  you  brought  to  the  convention  in  '^9? 

Rod  and  Gun  Dep't. 

Meeting  with  the  Forest  Service  here  this  week  were  a  group  of  State  Game 
and  Fish  experts.    They  discussed  the  public  demand  for  more  hunting  and  fish- 
ing and  how  our  national  forests  can  help  meet  that  demand.    Since  a  third  of 
the  country's  big  game  get  their  food  and  shelter  in  the  national  forests,  they 
considered  harvesting  the  surplus  game  in  hard-to-get-at  parts  of  the  big  woods. 
Also  what  can  be  done  to  protect  wildlife  in  parts  of  the  national  forests  where 
reclamation  projects  are  being  developed  ....  .In  1953  >  U.S.  Forest  Service 
discontinued  annual  reports,  but  national  forest  users  and  the  general  public 
showed  so  much  interest  in  having  such  reports,  Chief  McArdle  has  begun  them 
again.    In  his  foreword  to  the  1955  report,  released  within  the  week,  the 
Chief  says  the  mounting  needs  for  water,  timber,  and  forage,  for  recreation, 
for  wildlife  areas,  and  for  hunting  and  fishing  are  testing  their  skill  in 
both  forest  management  and  human  relations. 

New  Uses  for  Old  Crops 

New  task  groups  of  the  President's  bipartisan  Commission  in  Increased 
Industrial  Use  of  Agricultural  Products  were  named  here  this  week.  Some 
already  named  met  here,  others  announced  meetings  for  the  near  future.  The 
Advisory  group  on  dairy  products,  one  of  nine  such  commodity  and  industrial 
committees  so  far  appointed  by  the  Commission  to  review  and  appraise  research 
planned  or  going  on  in  various  agricultural  commodities,  met  here  today.  The 
task  group  on' industrial  Uses  for  Grain  Other  than  Alcohol  met  earlier  this 
week.    Other  groups  announced  by  the  Commission  include  those  appointed  to  ad- 
vise on  the  possibilities  for  more  industrial  uses  of  cotton,  sugar,  hides, 
skins,  and  animal  by-products ;  oilseeds  and  animal  fats;  and  new  and  special 
crops.    A  wool  and  mohair  group  will  meet  in  Denver  Monday  to  go  over  the  wool 
and  mohair  research  situation.    These  groups  will  submit  advisory  reports  to 
the  Commission  itself.    The  reports  will  form  the  primary  basis  for  recommenda- 
tions which  may  be  made  to  Congress  by  the  Commission.    All  in  all,  it  is  the 
most  intensive  search  ever  made  for  new  uses  for  farm  products  with  special 
groups  focusing  on  particular  commodities  and  the  promises  they  seem  to  offer. 
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Just  Around  the  Research  Corner 

In  the  December  "Agricultural  Research" ,  just  out,  State  and  Federal 
scientists  report  some  promising  developments  from  their  cooperative  experiments. 
Entomologists  report  their  recent  tests  confirm  their  previous  preliminary- 
findings  of  an  insecticide  which  kills  cattle  grubs  inside  cattle  without 
harming  the  animals.    It  may  take  another  year  to  work  out  the  details  of 
practical  treatment,  but  they  are  enthusiastic  about  the  prospects,  .  .  .Cotton 
breeders  at  Stonesville,  Miss.,  report  they  have  found  a  way  to  use  a  rare 
freak  cotton  seed  twin  as  a  practical  tool  to  develop  better  cottons.    They  are 
asking  seedmen  and  cotton   breeders  to  keep  on  the  lookout  for  twin  cotton 
plants  growing  from  a  single  seed.    They  need  more  such  material  for  their  re- 
search.   Only  about  one  seed  out  of  a  million  produces  such  freak  twins.  .  .  . 
Other  researchers  report  different  kinds  of  trees  behave  differently  under  a 
given  number  of  hours  of  light  a  day.    This  research  follows  the  leads  discov- 
ered by  experiments  on  the  effects  of  light  on  crop  plants,  and  ultimately 
may  mean  as  much  to  tree  breeders,  nurserymen,  and  others  as  day- length  studies 

have  meant  to  annual  crop  plant  breeders  The  effect  of  bean  storage  on 

yield  and  eating  quality,  how  curtains  on  chick  brooders  cut  costs,  and  why 
irrigated  corn  lodges  are  also  reported  in  the  December  issue. 

Tapes  on  Spring  Vegetable  Guides 

This  week  USDA  issued  its  acreage  and  marketing  guides  suggested  for 
next  year's  spring  crop  vegetables  for  fresh  use,  spring  melons,  and  spring 
season  potatoes.    Department  specialists  say  if  production  is  in  line  with 
these  '57  guides,  and  if  marketings  follow  a  normal  time  pattern  for  the 
season,  we  should  have  enough  of  these  spring  crops  to  meet  all  needs.  Floyd 
fledlund,  deputy  director  of  our  AMS  food  and  vegetable  division,  has  recorded 
tapes  for  us,  commenting  specifically  on  spring  vegetable  crops  in  California 
and  Florida.    We  are  mailing  the  tapes  direct  to  some  RFDs  on  stations  cover- 
ing the  spring  vegetable  areas.    If  others  want  it,  send  a  blank  tape. 

Releases  Due  Next  Week 

For  Release  A.M.  December  10:    Secretary  Benson    has  a  statement  citing 
advances  in  agricultural  conservation;  and  Department  researchers  are  reporting 
tests  of  a  new  herbicide  to  control  weed  broomegrass  and  wild  garlic. 

For  Release  A.M.  Thurs.  Dec.  13:  USDA  is  urging  more  nitrogen  and  lime 
for  Southeast  cotton  lands. 

For  P.M.  Release,  Dec.  13:    Our  scientists  will  report  their  studies 
on  the  possibility  of  breeding  livestock  for  tender  meat;  and  plant  pest  con- 
trol officials  will  tell  about  the  increasingly  vital  role  airplanes  are 
playing  in  insect  control  work. 

Marketing  Interest  Snowballing 

Stanley  Livingston,  our  AMS  area  marketing  information  chief  in  San 
Francisco,  reports  that  Wally  Ei"ickson,  KFRE,  Fresno,  recently  taped  six  inter- 
views with  a  visiting  USDA  market  research  man.    This  is  more  evidence  of  the 
snowballing  interest  in  how  our  commodities  are  handled  after  they're  produced. 

Stan,  it  turns  out,  is  related  to  the  famed  Dr.  Livingston  Edd  Lemons, 

Ag.  ed.  at  Okla.  MM  and  one-time  WKY,  Okla.  City,  RFD,  ably  headed  the  radio 
and  TV  staff  at  the  recent  Nat'l  h-E  Club  Congress  in  Chicago.    Helping  out 
were  Elton  Tait,  Pa.;  Ted  Hyman,  N.C.;  Stephen  Br owe r,  Utah;  Rod  Reynolds,  Me.; 
Harold  Dedrick,  Okla.;  Cecil  Herrell,  N.M. ,  and  Aline  Hazard,  Wis. 
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Farm  and  Eome  Network  Shows  Dec.  10-15 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  Dec.  15,  9:30  to  9:1+5  a.m.  EST. 

ABC  "The  American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  Dec.  15,  12:30  to  1  p.m.  EST.  "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.  Features:  "New  Vigor  in  the  Brucellosis  Cam- 
paign" with  ARS  officials  directing  it. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  Dec.  15,  12  to  12:25  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "A  Georgia  Program  for  Better 
Rural  Living". 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.  Features:  "Progress  against 
Brucellosis",  with  Dr.  Carrol  Mingle,  ARS,  head  of  the  campaign. 

USDA-TV  Program  Package  for  mailing  Thursday,  Dec.  13.    Beltsville  News- 
reel  v'/-6.    Six  minute  film  report  on  new  developments  at  Beltsville  and  at  the 
Northeastern  Research  Branch  Laboratory  near  Philadelphia.    It  shows  experiments 
in  use  of  stilbesterol  in  beef  cattle  feeding;  new  powdered  grape  juice;  and 
the  testing  of  leather  processed  with  new  tannin  extracts. 

"Regimented  Raindrops"  II 

Mai  Hansen,  WOW  and  WOW-TV,  Omaha,  is  farm  telecaster  who  has  really 
done  something  about  our  increasing  water  use  problem.    The  other  day  we  had 
our  first  chance  to  view  his  colorful  2U  minute  documentary  film  delight  called 
"Regimented  Raindrops".    He  certainly  showed  farm  uses  of  water  in  easy-to-take 
form.    Nice  job,  Mai. 

Hail  and  Farewell 

Miss  Janet  Christensen,  fresh  from  Boston  University  with  a  Master  of 
Science  degree  in  communications,  arrived  Nov.  27  to  help  us  with  consumer 
information  for  radio  and  TV.    Janet  has  much  experience  in  radio  and  TV 
production  and  lots  of  college  home  economics  (at  Univ.  of  Mass.)  on  her 

transcript.    You'll  be  hearing  from  her  Ted  Hutchcroft,  lately  radio 

and  TV  director  for  the  Iowa  Farm  Bureau  Federation,  reported  for  work  here 
last  Monday.    Primarily,  at  first  he'll  work  with  Jules  Renaud  in  TV  produc- 
tion, but  as  we  all  have  to  double  in  brass  around  here,  Ted  may  find  himself 
operating  all  over  the  place.    He  was  one  of  the  summer  trainees  in  R  £  TV  here 
three  years  ago  as  an  Iowa  State  College  senior,  since  then  has  done  a  two-year 

army  hitch  in  Germany.    Welcome  back,  Ted  Meanwhile,  Gordon  Webb,  who 

moved  to  RuTV  from  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  about  six  months  ago,  has 
become  information  officer  for  the  Soil  Bank  program,  reporting  directly  to 
Harold  Lewis,  Ass't  Dir.  of  Info,  for  current  information. 


P.S.    Next  Wednesday,  Dec.  12,  Ass't  Sec'y  Earl  Butz  will  discuss  "Agriculture 
and  Big  Government"  before  the  National  Agricultural  Credit  Conference  at  St. 
Louis.    That  talk  seems  likely  to  attract  more  than  usual  attention. 
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Farmers  who  grow  corn,  cotluii,  nw^mjnd  peanuts  chose  their  programs 
this  week.    As  you  no  doubt  noted,  the  peanut,  rice  and  upland  and  long  staple 
cotton  people  voted  overwhelmingly  for  marketing  quotas  on  their  crops. 
Upland  cotton  growers  approved  by  better  than  92  percent  of  those  voting. 
Growers  of  extra  long  cotton  in  their  separate  referendum  approved  quotas  by 
better  than  95  percent.    Rice  growers  approved  quotas  by  91  percent.  These 
rice  and  cotton  votes  were  for  marketing  quotas  on  next  year's  crops.  Peanut 
growers  were  voting  on  marketing  quotas  for  the  three  years,  '57;  '58,  and 
'59«    They  approved  quotas  by  better  than  93  percent. 

Serious  Problems  in  Corn 

Corn  farmers  in  the  89U  commercial  corn  counties  had  a  different  choice. 
They  were  choosing  between  the  acreage  allotment  program  such  as  used  before 
this  year  and  the  newer  base  acreage  program  offered  this  past  year.  Only 
6l  percent  of  those  voting  favored  the  base-acreage  plan  for  '57>    As  two- 
thirds  of  those  voting  had  to  approve  to  make  that  program  effective  and  only 
one-third  was  required  for  the  older  allotment  plan,  the  latter  plan  was 
chosen.    As  Secretary  Benson  pointed  out  the  decision  was  properly  the  corn 
farmers'  own.    He  promised  that  the  Department  would  do  all  in  its  power  to 
administer  the  program  constructively.    He  indicated,  however,  that  there  may 
be  serious  problems.    In  commenting  on  the  situation,  he  said:    "A  prompt 
and  searching  appraisal  of  the  entire  corn  situation,  and  of  program  relation- 
ships, is  needed  at  this  time." 

Action  of  Great  Plains  Program 

In  the  face  of  continuing  severe  drought  conditions  in  10-State  Great 
Plains  region,  the  Secretary  also  announced  this  week  that  the  Department  will 
move  ahead  as  fast  as  possible  on  its  part  of  the  program.    Within  the  Depart- 
ment he  named  SCS  to  head  up  the  program,  and  an  inter-agency  group  including 
SCS,  ACPS,  AMS,  ARS,  CSS,  FHA,  FCIC,  FES,  FS  and  Office  of  Information.  He 
emphasized,  however,  that  this  is  a  joint  Federal- State- local  program.  The 
chief  device  to  be  used  is  a  long-time  plan  for  conservation  and  land-use 
adjustment.    This  will  be  worked  out  with  farmers  and  ranchers  according  to 
the  capabilities  of  each  farm  and  ranch. 

More  Use  of  Forest  Products  will  be  studied  by  an  8-member  task  group 
announced  today  to  advise  the  President's  bipartisan  Commission  on  Increased 
Industrial  Uses  of  Agricultural  Products.    The  groups  first  meeting  Dec.  20-21. 
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Hog  Releases  Due  Next  Week 

For  Release  A.M.  Wed.  Dec.  19;    USDA  researchers  will  report  on  20  years 
progress  toward  meat-type  hogs  and  the  expanding  demand  for  such  hogs. 

For  Release  A.M.  Thurs.  Dec.  20;    Department  scientists  will  announce  the 
beginning  of  10  or  15  years  research  to  boost  hybrid  vigor  in  cross-bred  pigs. 
They  aim  to  follow  much  the  same  system  used  by  plant  breeders  to  boost  the 
yields  of  hybrid  corn. 

Economic  Research  This  Week 

The  Department's  Production  Economics  Research  Advisory  Committee  this 
week  called  for  new  and  expanded  research  to  provide  guidelines  for  public  pro- 
grams in  agricultural  production.    The  Committee  suggested  eight  lines  of  study: 
adjustments  in  farming;  production,  income,  and  costs;  farming  efficiency;  farm 
labor-;  farm  finance;  resource  use  and  development;  land  values  and  land  tenure; 
forestry  and  timber  production.  .  .  .The  Rice  Advisory  Committee,  meeting  at 
Albany,  Cal.,  asked  for  emergency  measures  to  help  protect  U.S.  rice  growers 
from  Hoja  Blanca,  a  highly  destructive  rice-plant  disease  that  has  shown  up  in 
Cuba,  Panama,  and  Venezuela.    They  also  want  "tailor-made"  rices  for  specific 
purposes.  .  .  .  USDA  issued  a  report  analyzing  warehouse  labor  costs.  .  .  and 
another  reporting  "The  Use  of  Frozen  Food  by  Restaurants" . 

Progress  of  Rural  Development  Program 

Joe  Doherty,  R.  D.  P.,  tells  us  that  in  the  nearly  20  months  since  the 
Federal-State  Rural  Development  Program  was  launched,  h6  counties  and  8  trade 
areas  in  2k  states  have  entered  the  program.    Widely  representative  committees 
are  helping  pilot  counties  get  their  programs  off  to  a  practical  start  in  at 
least  20  states.    Similar  committees  are  leading  the  programs  at  the  local 
level.    Most  regions  in  the  country  have  pilot  counties  and  areas.  Different 
places  need  different  plans  and  different  work,    But  a  few  of  the  pilot 
counties  show  the  pattern.    One  county  has  formed  a  marketing  co-op.  Another 
has  established  a  wood- working  factory  that  uses  local  timber.    A  third  is 
making  a  spot  check  to  find  the  employment  needs  of  farm  families.  Still 
another  is  developing  a  new  vocational  education  program  which  stresses  indus- 
trial arts.    Other  approaches  include  use  of  special  conservation  funds  to  com- 
plete a  county  soil  map;  stepped-up  farm  and  home  extension  work  with  small 
farm  families;  action  to  develop  better  production. and  commercial  marketing  of 
berries;  buying  sheep  for  demonstration  farms;  and  improving  the  water  supply 
to  attract  industry. 

Best  Way  to  Handle  New  Insecticides 

In  its  report  today  of  the  successful  use  of  systemic  insecticides  on 
cottonseed,  the  Department  recommended  custom  treatment  of  seed  by  persons 
trained  to  handle  the  toxic  chemicals  involved.    The  Department  researchers 
said  that  method  worked  well  this  year,  and  they  consider  it  the  safest  and 
best  method  of  mixing  and  distributing  the  systemic  insecticides  for  use  by 
either  researchers  or  farmers  in  1957*    Systemic  insecticides  are  the  new  kinds 
that  enter  the  sap  stream  of  the  plant  and  are  transferred  to  all  parts  of  the 
plant,  so  that  susceptible  insects  which  feed  on  the  plant  are  killed.    In  10 
large-scale  experiments  the  researchers  got  striking  results  in  controlling 
aphids  with  systemic s. 
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Bell  Wether  Heard  From 

One  of  the  station  managers  who  took  part  in  a  panel  discussion  on 
"How  NATRFD  Can  Serve  the  Radio-Television  Industry",  at  the  recent  NATRFD 
convention,  was  Edgar  T.  Bell,  gen.  mgr.  of  KOMA  and  KWTVj.  Oklahoma  City, 
where  Wayne  Liles  and  Jack  Tompkins  do  the  farm  stuff.    Mgr.  Bell  is  a  veteran 
in  radio  and  television,  and  the  newspaper  and  farm  mag.  business  "before  that. 
For  many  years,  he  supervised  WKY,  Okla.  City,  which  started  farm  broadcasting 
in  the  late  thirties.    In  a  recent  letter  to  this  office,  he  says:    "My  idea 
of  a  farm  program  is  one  of  service.    Give  the  farmer  and  his  family  full 
information  which  will  "benefit  them.    This  would  cover  anything  of  interest  to 
the  farm  family  -  socially,  economically,  religiously,  or  any  other  way." 

With  due  respect  to  other  stations,  he  says  he  feels  that  many  so-called 
farm  programs  are  just  any  kind  of  program  with  the  word  "farm"  in  it.    If  a 
hen  lays  an  egg  with  five  yolks,  that's  "news",  not  necessarily  just  "farm 
news" .    On  the  other  hand,  he  thinks  some  of  the  boys  would  call  the  program 
KOMA  runs  at  night,  and  on  which  they  play  nothing  but  western  music,  a  "farm 
program".    He  doesn't.    Mgr.  Bell  says:     "We"  have  never  attempted  to  run  our 
Farm  Program  with  any  but  an  A  and  M  graduate  and  men  with  agricultural  exper- 
ience".   Mr.  Bell  closes  with  this  ringing  declaration:    "I  still  maintain 
that  Farm  Programs  are  part  of  a  station's  Public  Service  -  whether  they  are 
profitable  or  not,  is  not  the  question." 

Tapes  on  Wool  and  Lamb  Promotion 

As  we  mentioned  last  week,  wool  and  lamb  marketing  promotion  will  be 
supported  in  '57  the  same  as  this  year.    The  American  Sheep  Producers  Council, 
headed  by  prominent  Colorado  sheep  grower  Winder,  is  the  outfit  that  does  the 
job.    Mr.  Winder  had  made  a  tape  about  their  work.    Dick  Biglin,  ASPC,  tells 
us  they  have  twenty  or  more  copies  of  that  tape  for  RFDs.     "Call  us  if  you 
want  one."    Address:    Dick  Biglin,  American  Sheep  Producers  Council,  Inc.,  909 
17th  St.,  Denver  2,  Colo. 

Research  Teams  to  Triple  Yields 

Yesterday,  ARS  Adm'r  Byron  Shaw  declared  that  for  efficient  use  of 
moisture  in  the  soil,  rainfall,  and  irrigation  we  need  the  combined  efforts 
of  engineers,  plant  and  soil  scientists  working  in  teams.    Talking  to  the  2nd 
annual  Beltwide  Cotton  Producers  Conference,  he  indicated  that,  in  cotton,  the 
pay-off  for  the  better  understanding  of  cotton- soil-water  relationships  through 
such  coordinated  research  teamwork  could  be  3  to  5  bales  of  cotton  the  acre  as 
the  usual  thing.    The  average  is  now  a  bale  and  a  half.    Dr.  Shaw  said  full 
teams  of  plant  and  soil  specialists  could  develop  the  combination  of  practices 
which  would  conserve  water  and  the  soil  and,  at  the  same  time,  give  cotton 
growers  a  higher  return  for  the  use  of  their  land  and  money.    He  pointed  out 
that  cotton  is  much  less  tolerant  of  drought  than  is  generally  recognized,  but 
is  an  easy  crop  to  irrigate.    However,  irrigation  is  just  one  among  many 
practices  which  work  together  to  make  for  efficient  crop  production. 

Facts  for  Nutrition  Programs 

Going  to  you  with  this  Letter  is  Ag.  Information  Bull.  No.  160  on 
"Essentials  of  an  Adequate  Diet".    Our  home  ecs  designed  this  bulletin  as 
source  material  for  nutritionists,  extension  workers,  and  others  who  teach 
the  principles  of  good  food  selection.    It  includes  a  basic  Daily  Food  Plan 
which  they  developed  to  fill  many  requests  for  up-to-date  material  along 
this  line. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Dec.  17- 22 

ABC  "The  American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  Dec.  22,  12:30  to  1  p.m.  EST.    "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:    "The  Suez  Canal  Pinch  on  Agriculture 
with  FAS's  Jim  Howard,  who  recently  came  hack  from  Cairo  quick. 

ii  NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  Dec.  22,  12  to  12:25  p.m.  EST. 

USDA  Tinsel-Trimmed  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty  and  Alice  Skelsey.  Features: 
Christmas  Music. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  wi th  Hollis  Seavey  -  Features:  "Christmas  Trees 
from  the  Four  Winds"  with  Art  Sowder,  Ext.  For.;  Bill  Bergoffen,  FS;  and  Chas. 
Figy,  Ass't  to  the  Sec'y;  USDA  and  operator  of  Christmas  tree  plantation  in 
Michigan. 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  Dec.  22,  9:30  to  9:^5  am  EST. 

USDA-TV  Program  Package  for  mailing  Thurs.  Dec.  20:    "New  Trends  in 
Handling  Milk"  tells  with  lb  AMS  cartoons  and  photos  the  story  of  the  improved 
methods  of  processing  and  merchandising  milk  and  other  dairy  products. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men 

Earl  Jones,  KSRV,  Ontario,  Ore.,  says  this  fall  they  started  reporting 
directly  from  fairs  and  livestock  shows  and  find  it  works  out  real  well.  Home 
folks  like  to  hear  the  on-the-spot  interviews  with  their  "own"  and  with  visitors 

to  the  fair  Jack  Jett,  who  does  the  farm- fruit-fertilizer  news  for 

KPQ;  Wenatchee,  Wash. ,  reports  he's  gone  over  to  two  programs  a  day  --  noon 
15  minutes  and  10  minutes  6:20  to  6:30  a.m.    Owner  Jim  Wallace  has  outfitted 
Jack  with  a  sort  of  Buck  Rogers  car       two  shortwave  radio  transmitter-receiver 
units  letting  him  work  the  station  direct  or  car  to  any  telephone,  plus  a  public 
address  system  built  right  into  the  car.    Jack  throws  in  a  couple  of  cameras, 
a  mill       and  the  show  is  on  the  road  ....  .George  Harvey,  v. p.  and  gen.  mgr., 
WFLA,  Tampa,  Fla..,  tells  us  that  tomorrow,  Dec.  15,  VJFLA  salutes  its  5000th 
broadcast  to  farmers  and  growers  of  Florida  with  an  hour-and-a-half  television 
show.    With  that  celebration  they  begin  their  1957  season  with  an  expanded 
Saturday  Farm  Hour  Show,  from  12:30  to  2:00  --  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
complete  in  the  South.    Sure  would  like  to  help  you  celebrate,  George.  Also 
to  take  in  that  after- the -show  barbecue  in  your  outdoor  studio.  .  .  .A  photo 
from  George  Shannon,  WWL,  New  Orleans,  shows  us  he  celebrated  Farm-City  Week 
by  arranging  a  breakfast  for  some  prominent  dairymen  of  the  N.O.  Milkshed  in 
the  office  of  New  Orleans  Mayor  DeLesseps  S.  Morrison.    George  is  iaterviewing 
the  Mayor,  a  dairyman  from  Mississippi,  and  the  F-C  Week  chairman  for  N.O. 

Canned  Sweet  Corn  -  Jan.  23 -Feb.  2 

The  record  36  million  can  pack  of  canned  street  corn  this  year  has  put 
canned  corn  on  the  special  "Plentiful  Food"  list.  AMS  is  using  radio  and  TV 
and  all  other  information  media,  and  all  segments  of  the  food  trades  to  give 
full  cooperation  to  helping  move  that  corn  Jan.  23-Feb.  2. 


P.S.  Yesterday  and  today  our  chief,  Layne  Beaty,  has  been  one  of  the  pilots 
on  the  Steering  Committee  trying  to  get  the  upcoming  Northeastern  Farm  Radio 
Workshop  out  into  the  channel. 


Sincerely, 


C.  A.  Herndon 

Radio  and  Television  Service 
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December  21 ,  1956 
Letter  No.  7^8 
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aajlT.ed.ns  to  pass  alone  to  you  his  Seasons  Greeting 

^KTOE-MT  OF  AGRICULTURE  ' 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 

Secretary  Benson  has 
to  all  of  you.    lie  says: 

"At  this  joyous  season  I  take  pleasure  in  again  wishing  each  of  you  a 
joyous  Christmas  and  the  best  of  good  things  in  the  New  Year.    I  am  deeply 
grateful  to  the  Radio  and  Television  farm  broadcasters  of  this  country  for 
the  constructive  role  you  play  in  keeping  farm  families  informed  about 
the  problems  and  opportunities  in  Agriculture  and  what  might  be  done  about 
them.    Much  agricultural  progress  has  been  made  diuring  the  year  now  coming 
to  a  close,  but  we  are  still  confronted  with  problems  that  require  the  best 
efforts  of  our  bands,  our  hearts,  and  minds.    Too  many  of  our  farmers  are 
suffering  the  ravages  of  drought;  excessive  supplies  of  some  commodities 
continue  to  depress  farm  prices;  ways  and  means  must  be  found  to  help 
farmers  obtain  in  fuller  measure  the  prosperity  now  enjoyed  by  people  in 
most  other  walks  of  life.    With  your  continued  constructive  help,  I  am 
confident  that  the  welfare  of  farm  people  will  continue  to  improve  as  we 
move  into  the  new  year . " 

Ezra  Taft  Benson,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 

OUR  DAY,  Saturday,  February  2,  1937 

Plans  for  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  in  1957  (it's  Ground  Hog  Day,  too)  move 
ahead,  as  NATRFD  committee  chairman,  Jack  Jackson  (KCMO,  Kansas  City),  and  his 
Washington  representative,  Don  Lerch,"TCornwell,  Inc . ) ,  and  yours  truly,  work  with 
officials  of  the  Nat '1  Ass' n.  of  Radio  and  Tel.  Bdcstrs  fixing  up  details . 

NARTB  prexy  Harold  E.  Fellows  will  be  in  touch  with  all  radio  and  TV 
station  management  announcing  the  event,  and  offering  a  special  free  kit  of 
material  useful  to  stations  in  bringing  recognition  to  a  highly  valuable  service 

being  performed  for  the  public  by  the  radio  and  television  industry    useful, 

dependable  and  timely  agricultural  information  for  producers  and  consumers.  All 
stations,  whether  or  not  they  are  affiliated  with  NARTB  or  NATRFD,  are  encouraged 
to  participate. 

The  kit  of  materials,  available  for  the  asking,  will  contain  such  items  as 
suggested  short  scripts,  spot  announcements  for  use  on  all  types  of  radio  and  TV 
programs,  ideas  for  local  promotion,  suggested  proclamations  by  local  officials, 
and  statements  by  national  figures.    Short  tape  recordings  of  nat'l  figures  are 
under  consideration,  possibly  at  a  nominal  charge  to  the  station.  Sample 
proclamations  for  governors  and  state  agricultural  heads  will  be  available  to  state 
associations  of  broadcasters  who  may  wish  to  invite  officials  to  proclaim  the  day. 

As  Fellows  and  Jackson  point  out,  the  success  of  Farm  Broadcasting  Day 
depends  upon  local  activity  and  cooperation  between  station  management  and  farm 
directors . 
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Crop  Production  Summary  for  '56 

In  spite  of  the  late  spring  and  widespread  summer  drought,  farmers  in  this 
country  produced  about  as  much  as  ever  before  -  and  from  the  fewest  harvested 
acres  in  20  years.    So  says  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  in  its  year-end  summary 
this  week.    Average  yields  to  the  acre  set  new  overall  records  with  few  crops 
falling  below  average,    The  only  one  of  our  chief  field  crops  that  set  a  new 
high  production  record  in  '56  was  soybeans;  although  several  crops  did  better 
than  last  year.    In  spite  of  almost  constant  drought  threats  and  much  severe 
damage  in  the  western  Corn  Belt  and  southward,  corn  yields  per  acre  topped  all 
yield  records.    The  total  crop  was  3f  billion  bushels  -  the  second  largest 
corn  crop  on  record.    Among  the  crops  which  fell  below  last  year  in  outturn 
were  cotton,  hay,  oats,  barley,  all  sorghums,  rice,  tobacco,  peanuts,  sugarcane, 
sweetpotatoes,  cowpeas,  most  legume  and  grass  seed  and  broomcorn.    Crops  of 
citrus  fruit  were  a  little  larger,  but  deciduous  fruit  crops  were  a  little 
smaller  than  last  year. 

Greetings'  Season 

Well,  the  Secretary  said  it  on  Page  1,  but  we  will  say  it  again  here.  As 
we  look  at  the  faces  of  about  a  hundred  of  you  folks  peering  down  from  the 
office  wall,  and  conjure  up  a  vision  of  the  950  others  who  get  our  weekly 
letters,  we  can  speculate  as  to  what  you'll  be  doing  this  holiday  season.  What- 
ever it  is,  working  or  playing,  giving  or  receiving,  we  hope  it  is  something 
you  enjoy.    Christmas  was  meant  to  be  a  happy  time,  and  it  belongs  to  everyone. 

Alice  and  Janet  and  Virginia,  Aurora,  Margaret,  the  Colonel,  Jack,  Jules, 
Ted,  Harold,  Lyle  and  the  rest,  asked  to  join  me  in  the  old  refrain, 

"MERRY  CHRISTMAS" 

Market  News  Broadcast  Survey 

Nearly  every  year  for  35  years,  USDA  has  surveyed  market  news  broadcast 
outlets.    Today  we  are  sending  you  the  '56  report  on  radio  and  television 
stations  carrying  this  service  on  farm  commodities  regularly.    It  shows  the 
l,k6l  radio  and  1^9  TV  stations  carrying  USDA  market  news. 

Forty  More  Ships  to  Carry  Grain 

Secretary  Benson  announced  this  week  that  the  Federal  Maritime  Board 
has  ordered  30  more  Government- owned  ships  out  of  the  reserve  fleet  to  make 
them  available  for  carrying  bulk  cargoes  of  agricultural  commodities.  Ten 
other  ships  are  also  expected  to  be  ordered  out  promptly.    Expressing  himself 
as  pleased  that  these  vessels  will  be  released  to  private  ship  operators,  the 
Secretary  said  this  should  be  substantial  help  in  efforts  to  expand  foreign 
marketings  of  U.S.  agricultural  commodities.    Most  of  the  ships  are  expected 
to  be  used  to  transport  wheat  and  other  grains.    Nov.  1,  the  Maritime  Board 
released  30  ships  for  this  purpose,  so  the  total  is  now  70  for  this  purpose. 

Straws  Show  Research  Direction 

Jan .  10 ,  the  10-member  task  group,  appointed  to  advise  the  President's 
bipartisan  Commission,  on  ways  to  widen  the  use  of  agricultural  residues,  will 
meet  in  Chicago.    This  group  held  its  first  meeting  here  this  week  and  consid- 
ered what  has  been  done  with  stalks,  straws,  cobs,  seed  hulls,  nutshells,  and 
fruit  pits.    The  members  will  discuss  and  develop  their  findings  further  at 

Chicago  AMS  has  compiled  a  report  on  "Food  Transportation  and  What  It 

Costs  Us."    For  every  dollar  consumers  spent  for  food  last  year,  8  cents  went 
for  transportation  -  more  than  2  cents  more  of  their  food  dollar  than  ten  years 
before. 
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Export  Outlook  for  '57 

Naturally,  the  troubled  international  situation  fop;s  the  long  term  outlook 
for  U.S.  farm  crop  exports.    But  .Raymond  Ioanes,  (pronounced  "Eye-Own-Iss" ) , 
Exec.  Ass't  to  FAS  Adm'r,  reports  a  favorable  short  term  outlook  and  sees 
encouraging  underlying  strength  in  the  long  term  prospects.    Anyway,  it  is  going 
to  take  a  lot  of  hard  work  to  build  our  markets  abroad.    He  points  out  that  the 
Middle  East  situation,  and  unrest  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  should  add  to  our 
agricultural  export  trade.    On  the  other  hand,  the  longer  run  effects  could  have 
the  opposite  effect,  if  some  way  is  not  found  to  balance  the  added  drain  on 
Western  Europe's  foreign  exchange  balances. 

Winter  Wheat  and  _SoilJank 

In  its  report  on  winter  wheat  this  week,  the  Crop  Reporting  Board 
described  the  1 57  winter  wheat  acreage  as  thirsty,  with  the  crop  off  to  a  poor 
start.    See dings  this  fall  were  the  smallest  since  1913,  nearly  a  fifth  less 
than  last  year  and  nearly  a  third  less  than  average.    This  is  the  fourth  con- 
secutive winter  wheat  crop  planted  under  acreage  allotments  and  marketing  quotas. 
It  is  the  first  planted  under  the  Soil  Bank  Acreage  Reserve  Program.    The  Soil 
Bank  had  considerable  influence  on  the  acreage  seeded  this  fall,  especially  in 
the  Southern  Great  Plains.    The  largest  sign  up  of  winter  wheat  land  in  the 
Soil  Bank  centered  around  the  old  Dust  Bowl  country  in  the  Southern  Great  Plains. 
Based  on  conditions  as  cf  Dec.  1,  and  assuming  normal  weather  the  rest  of  the 
'57  crop  season,  the  Board  indicates  a  winter  wheat  crop  of  625  million  bushels, 
or  15  percent  less  than  this  past  year's  crop  and  28  percent  less  than  average. 

Smaller  Pig  Crop  Next  Spring 

Yesterday  the  Crop  Board  issued  its  semi-annual  pig  crop  report.  That 
report,  based  on  a  survey  of  150,000  farm  and  ranch  operators  made  with  the 
help  of  the  rural  mail  carriers,  not  only  gives  the  figures  on  the  spring  and 
fall  pig  crops  in  '56,  but  indicates  farmers'  plans  for  pigs  next  spring.  If 
farmers  carry  out  their  intentions  for  spring  farrowings,  and  if  they  save  as 
many  pigs  per  litter  as  usual  in  recent  years,  the  Board  estimates  the  '57 
spring  pig  crop  is  likely  to  be  about  52  million  head,  or  a  2  percent  smaller 
crop  than  last  spring.    The  number  of  hogs  over  six  months  old  on  farms  the 
1st  of  December  was  15  percent  less  than  the  number  on  farms  Dec.  1  last  year. 

More  Support  for  Rural  Development 

Joe  Doherty,  with  the  Rural  Development  Program  here,  tells  us  three  big 
organizations,  the  American  Farm  Bureau.  Federation,  the  National  Grange,  and 
the  National  Catholic  Rural  Life  Conference,  have  shown  interest  in  the  progress 
in  rural  development.    As  the  Farm  Bureau  put  it,  the  Rural  Development  Program 
is  providing  the  pattern  which  can  help  bring  about  the  adjustments  needed  to 
improve  opportunities  for  low  income  families  either  within  or  outside  agriculture. 

Flying  Livestock  Release  Dec.  26:    Reindeer  are  not  the  only  four-footed  animals 
flying  the  air  lanes  these  days.    For  A.M.  release  Dec.  26  USDA  will  report  how 
for  the  first  time,  this  year  more  cattle  were  shipped  by  plane  than  by  boat. 
The  release  tells  of  the  important  job  of  inspecting  the  thousands  of  air-borne 
sheep,  hogs,  etc.  -  everything  from  mules  to  okapi  -  which  come  and  go  by  air. 
Department  vets  view  with  suspicion  a  reindeer  named  Rudolph.    They  don't  want 
any  red-nose  brought  into  this  country. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Lee.  2*1-29 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  Dec.  29,  12:00  to  12:25  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "What's  Ahead  for  Agriculture  in 

1957" 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey  -  Features:  "Agricultural  High- 
lights of  the  Year"  with  Ernest  Moore,  ARS. 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  Dec.  29,  9:30  to  9:^5  a.m.  EST. 

ABC  "The  American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  Dec.  29,  12:30  to  1  p.m.  EST.    "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "Farmer  Time  Marches  On"  with  Editor 
Alfred  Stefferud  and  Layne  Beaty,  thumbing  through  USDA  Yearbooks  of  Agriculture 
to  mark  his  progress. 

USDA-TV  Program  Package  for  mailing  Thurs.  Dec.  27:  "Better  Livestock 
Auctions"  in  which  Farmer  Co-op  Service  tells,  with  16  pictures,  the  ways 
Department  researchers  have  found  to  improve  livestock  auctions.    Also  included 
in  the  package  is  FCS  Circular  16:  "Ways  to  Improve  Livestock  Auctions  in  the 
Northeast"  a  report  of  the  research  on" which  the  package  is  based. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men 

Over  100  state  and  county  ag.  workers  and  leaders  of  cattle,  poultry  and 
other  commodity  groups  took  in  that  WFLA-TV  celebration  of  its  5,000th  broadcast 
we  mentioned  last  week.    Mardi  Liles.  the  EFD  who  shared  the  honors  with  his 
station,  was  eulogized  and  presented  a  scroll  for  his  fine  services  over  the 
years.  .  .  .Claude  Mahoney,  CBS  Farm  Editor,  just  walked  off  with  the  first 
place  ribbon  at  the  men's  division  of  a  Christmas  greens  show  at  Fairfax,  Va. 
His  Christmas  tree  labeled  "strictly  for  the  birds"  contained  15  separate  items 

of  bird  food.    Mrs.  Mahoney  won  first  prize  in  decorations  for  doors  

KQED,  the  San  Francisco  educational  TV  station,  will  begin  Fri.  Jan.  11,  its 
history  of  science  series  of  10  "The  Elements"  with  great  discoveries  by  U.  of 
Cal.  scientists  re-enacted  by  the  famous  discoverers  themselves,'  including  the 
discoverer  of  neptunium,  the  man  who  made  the  first  synthetic  element,  and  the 
inventor  of  the  cyclotron. 

Regional  NATKFD  Chairmen 

Here  are  the  Regional  Chairmen  of  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Television  and  Radio 
Farm  Directors,  as  reported  by  Don  Tuttle ,  WGY: 

Regions  1  and  2:  Conway  Robinson,  WBAL,  Baltimore,  Md. 


Region  3 
Region  ~U 


Region  5 


Region  ~& 


Ted  Plyman,  Ext.  Radio  and  TV  Ed.,  N.C.  State  College,  Raleigh. 
Mapiard  Bertsch,  WLS,  1230  W.  Wash.  Blvd.,  Chicago,  111. 
Maynard  Speece,  WCCO,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Marvin  Vines,  KTHS,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Norman  Griffin,  CKWX,  5^3  Seymour  St.,  Vancouver  2,  B.C.,  Canada 
Henry  Schacht,  KNBC,  San  Francisco,  Calif. 
Bob  Carbert,  CKNX,  Wingham,  Ontario,  Canada 
Regions  1  and  2  will  meet  in  New  York  City,  April  6,  7  and  8.    Others  will  be 
announced  later. 

Sincerely, 


Region  7 
Region  8 


Region  9 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  Television 
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To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  InforiAfltiloiB UEfc^^rlffilt  of  Agricultu 

\     1  ;JRRENT  SEr  rd 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


MAR  1  1 1957 


December  28,  1956 
Letter  No.  7^9 


In  1957  the  Soil  jlfifr lP^!i*Kftave AWBM.IBte'Et  full  year  of  operation.  Just 
after  Christmas,  Secretary  Benson  aimuUilL'Lil  UliiJnew  regulations  which  will  go 
into  effect  for  the  Soil  Bank  acreage  reserve  program.    They  include  several 
important  changes  from' this  past  year's  program.    County  Agricultural 
Stabilization  and  Conservation  Committees  will  begin  accepting  '57  Acreage 
Reserve  agreements  for  corn,  cotton,  rice, : tobacco,  and  spring  wheat  as  early 
as  possible  in  January.    The  dead  line  for  signing  '57  Acreage  Reserve  agreements 
will  be  March  1  for  cotton  and  tobacco  and  March.  6  for  corn,  spring  wheat,  and 
rice.    The  more  important  provisions  of  the  new  regulations  are: 

1.  A  national  allocation  of  *57  Acreage  Peserve  funds  among  the 
commodities  covered  in  the  program,     i.e.  wheat,  corn,  upland  cotton, 
tobacco,  and  rice. 

2.  A  breakdown  of  these  commodity  allocations  among  the  States  and 
counties  within  the  States. 

3.  Maximums  will  be  established  on  the  amount  of  acreage  of  a  particular 
crop  an  individual  famer  can  put  into  the  Acreage  Reserve.    But  if 
funds  are  still  available  after  all  farmers  have  had  an  opportunity 
to  take  part,  provision  is  made  for  exceeding  the  maximum. 

k .    No  minimum  limits  are  set  on  the  amount  of  land  that  can  be  put  in 
the  program,  except  those  already  in  effect  for  1957  wheat. 


Soil  Bank  Did  'Land- Office  Business' 


Not  only  did  the  '57  Soil  Bank  programs  get  off  to  a  good  start  with  the 
sign-up  last  fall  of  nearly  11  million  acres  in  the  '57  Wheat  Acreage  Reserve, 
but  USDA  reported  this  week  that  the  '56  Soil  Bank  programs  were  successful  be- 
yond expectations.     In  the  '56  Reserve  farmers  put  nearly  ^\  million  acres  of 
corn  and  over  5f  million  wheat  acres,  well  over  a  million  cotton  acres,  and 
large  acreages  of  peanuts,  rice,  and  tobacco  land.    Already  farmers  have 
received  more  than  $236  million  for  carrying  out  their  '56  contracts. 

Conservation  Reserve  Goals  for  '57 


This  next  year's  goals  total  20  to  26  million  acres.    They  include  wheat 
12  to  15  million  acres,  cotton  2-|  to  h\  million  acres,  corn  h\  to  5"2  million 
acres,  rice     17^000  to  22S,000  acres."  All  types  of  tobacco  125,000  to  1^0,000 
acres.    There  is  no  plan  at  the  present  time  to  include  extra  long  staple  cotton 
and  peanuts  in  the  '57  Acreage  Reserve  program,  because  the  supply-demand 
situation  for  those  products  rs  favorable  without  such  action. 
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Secretary  Outlines  Corn  Situation 

In  his  statement  last  week,  in  which  he  announced  that  he  is  consulting 
leaders  on  proposals  to  provide  a  workable  new  corn  program,  Secretary  Benson 
declared  corn  farmers  face  an  "impossible"  situation.    As  matters  now  stand, 
acreage  allotments  must,  under  the  law,  be  reduced  Ik  percent  below  the  level 
initially  announced  for  the  1956  crop  and  27  percent  below  the  level  finally 
enacted.    It  is  36  percent  below  the  acreage  grown  during  the  years  1952  to  195&- 
"This  cut  is  so  sharp,"  Secretary  Benson  said,'  "that  there  will  be  practically  no 
compliance.    Furthermore,  few  farmers  will  be  able  to  take  the  even  greater  cut 
which  would  be  necessary  to  come  into  the  Soil  Bank,  which  many  of  them  wish  to 
do.    Consequently,  with  virtually  no  Soil  Bank  and  no  corn  program,  corn 
production  could  be  excessive  and  corn  prices  very  low.     Livestock  production 
might  be  unduly  stimulated.    The  whole  feed-grain  livestock  balance  might  be 
upset . " 

Researchers  Report  Cotton  Revoluti on 

During  the  past  25  years,  mechanization  has  created  a  major  revolution 
in  cotton  production.    So  say  USDA  researchers  in  a  special  report  on  "The  Impact 
of  Mechanization  on  Cotton  Production."    Methods  and  machines  are  still  changing, 
and  these  scientists  say  these  changes  are  having  a  direct  effect  on  the 
agricultural,  economic,  and  even  the  social  structure  of  the  Cotton  Belt.  In 
summary  they  say  mechanization  has  helped  cut  2  billion  hours  off  the  man- labor 
required  to  grow  this  country's  cotton  crop.     It  has  helped  double  the  productive 
capacity  of  the  cotton  farmer.    At  the  same  time,  cotton  farming  is  becoming  a 
more  complex  business,  and,  as  machines  are  added,  it  takes  more  investment  of 
capital. ^   The  pattern  of  cotton  production  is  changing.    Production  is  shifting 
toward  those  farms  and  those  parts  of  the  country  that  are  best  adapted  to 
mechanization  and  away  from  those  not  suited  to  the  new  practices.    The  resources 
of  research  are  being  hard  pressed  to  solve  the  problems  of  mechanization  as 
fast  as  such  findings  are  needed. 

Grain  Storage  Emergency  Passing 

For  release  Sunday  morning,  Dec.  30,  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation 
will  report  it  is  apparently  nearing  the  end  of  the  largest  grain  storage 
expansion  program  in  history.    Although  storage  may  be  comparatively  tight  in 
some  parts  of  the  Middle  West  at  corn  "take-over  time"  next  summer,  the  USDA 
storage  specialists  say  reports  coming  to  the  Department  indicate  definite  signs 
that  the  nation-wide  peak  of  the  grain  storage  emergency  may  be  over. 

Happy  New  Year  to  You  All  1 1 

For  all  of  you  who  remembered  us  at  Christmas  time  with  holiday  cards  and 
letters,  thanks!    Each  was  pinned  to  our  bulletin  board  and  the  collection  made  a 
colorful  array  which  handsomely  complemented  other  Christmas  trimmings  put  up  by 
the  girls  in  the  office. 

Wow,  as  1957  bangs  away  at  the  door  with  its  offerings  of  new  oppor- 
tunities, we  say  to  you  that  we  hope  your  lives  will  be  rich  and  full  and  happy 
all  year. 

Old  Man  '56  Set  Export  Record:    The  FAS  specialists  tell  us  several  of  the  major 
farm  commodity  groups  are  setting  new  export  records  this  year.    Grain  and  feed 
exports  are  breaking  the  record  set  in  '^7  and  equalled  in  '51.    Veg.  oils  and 
oilseeds  are  passing  the  '55  peak,  and  fruits  and  begs,  are  moving  ahead  of  the 
record  quantity  in  ,!+7. 
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Farm  Broadcasting  Day  for  The  Public 

As  plans  for  nationwide  observance  of  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  (February 
2,  1957)  develop,  station  managers  will  shortly  receive  a  letter  from  Harold  E. 
Fellows,  Pres.,  Nat '3.  Assoc.  of  Radio  and  Tele  vision      casters ,  announcing  the 
day  and  urging  participation^    Mr.  Fellows,  also  will" offer  a  kit  of  aids  free  to 
all  radio  and  television  stations  for  their  help  in  planning  their  own 
participation. 

The  kit  will  contain  suggestions  for  calling  public  attention  to  the 
service  which  radio  and  te3evi.sion  are  performing  for  the  community  by  broad- 
casting useful  information  for  producers,  handlers  and  consumers  about  weather, 
market  prices  and  conditions,  good  food  buys,  tips  on  better  farming  and  ranching 
methods,  etc.,  etc.    There  will  be  sample  spot  announcements,  sample  short 
scripts  (but  stations  may  prefer  to  start  from  scratch  and  write  their  own), 
suggested  materials  for  use  by  the  station's  publicity  and  promotion  people,  news 
room,  and  others,  and  sample  local  proclamations  of  the  day  for  possible  use  by 
mayors,  city  councils,  etc.    State  broadcasters  assoc.  chiefs  will  receive  sample 
proclamations  for  possible  use  by  governors,  state  agricultural  officials,  etc. 

Recorded  statements  by  Secretary  Benson,  congressional  agricultural 
committee  chiefs,  national  farm  organization  chiefs,  and  a  Fed.  Communications 
Commissioner  will  be  available  to  stations  at  a  nominal  cost.    We  hope  to  include 
a  recorded  statement  by  President  Eisenhower. 

The  possibility  of  recognition  by  the  press  and  other  media,  and 
certainly  by  programs  on  radio  and  TV  that  are  not  farm  programs,  should  be 
considered.     Farm  Broadcasting  Day  is  aimed  at  the  general  public,  not  just  to 
regular  audiences  of  farm  programs . 

Co- sponsors  of  the  Day  are  the  NARTB,  NATRFD,  and  the  USDA.    Jack  Jackson, 
KCMO,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  FBD,  is  chairman  for  NATRFD. 

New  Animal  Disease  Laboratory 

Sometime  in  the  fall  of  '57,  the  Department  hopes  construction  work  can 
begin  on  the  new  Federal  center  of  research  and  regulatory  work  on  animal  and 
poultry  diseases,  at  Ames,  Iowa.     It  announced  today  the  letting  of  the  contract 
for  the  design  of  the  laboratory.    The  built-in  safety  devices  and  special  safety 
precautions  will  provide  the  Laboratory  workers  maximum  protection  and  insure 
against  any  escape  of  disease  germs  from  the  laboratory.    They  will  make  it  only 
comparable  to  the  new  Super-Safe  Lab.  on  Plum  Island,  off  Long  Island,  which  is 
studying  diseases  not  now  in  the  U.  S.    This  research  on  the  318-acre  tract  of 
farmland  near  Ames  will  aim  to  find  ways  to  diagnose,  prevent,  treat,  and  control 
infectious  diseases  of  all  classes  of  livestock  and  poultry  which  exist  in  the  U.S. 
The  new  laboratory  will  be  equipped  to  also  undertake  diagnostic  and  disease- 
control  work,  to  test  veterinary  and  germicidal  preparations,  and  the  like. 

World  Agricultural  Situation  1937 

Summarizing  the  world  agricultural  situation  '56-' 57,  FAS  reports  the 
outstanding  features  of  this  year's  production  were  the  record  crops  of  rice, 
corn,  sugar,  and  tobacco,  the  generally  high  level  of  production  in  Europe  in 
spite  of  last  winter's  severe  freeze,  and  the  10  percent  increase  in  total  crop 
production  in  the  U.S.S.R.  due  to  favorable  weather  in  newly  developed  areas. 
World  production  of  both  crops  and  livestock  products  reached  new  high  D.evels 
with  all  regions  except  Western  Europe  and  Oceania  recording  increases.  In 
general,  world  farm  production  continues  to  keep  pace  with  the  expanding 
population.     Industrial  activity  and  consumer  income  are  increasing  in  nearly  all 
regions,  resulting  in  expanding  use  of  and  world  trade  in  farm  products. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Sliovs_Dec_.  31- Jan.  5 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Mollis  Seavey  -  Features:  "Our  Fight  Against 
Brucellosis"  with  Dr.  Carrol  Mingle,  ARS. 

CBS  "Farm  News'*  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  Jan.  5,  9:30  to  9:^5  a.m.  EST. 

ABC  "The  American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  Jan.  5,  12:30  to  1  p.m.  EST.  "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Ted  Eutchcroft.  Features:  "What  Rural  People  Should  Know 
about  Social  Security",  with  Victor  Christgau,  SS,  and  Layne  Beaty.  *"  v 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  ~  Sat.  Jan.  5,  12  to  12:25  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:    "Outlook  for  '57  Battles  with 
Insects"  with  Kelvin  Dorward,  ARS,  and  Layne  Beaty;  plus  "Interviews  with  1MB. 
IFYEs  just  back  from  India  and  Pakistan",  with  Everett  Bierman,  Nat.  If-H  Club". 
Foundation. 


USDA- TV  Program  Package  for  mailing  Thurs.  Jan  3:     "The  1957  Conser- 
vation Reserve  Program"  outlined  in  still  pictures  and  art  work. 

U.S.  Foreign  Agricultural  Trade 

FAS  reminds  us  that  they  have  recently  issued  and  have  available  (single 
copies)  of  the  following  publications  relating  to  U.S.  foreign  agricultural 
trade : 

Bull.  179  "Foreign  Agricultural  Trade  Statistical  Handbook." 
"The'  World  Agricultural  Situation  1957" 

FW  8-56  "World  Wool  Production  Exceeds  Earlier  Estimates." 

Rpt.  No.  9'4  "Rhodesian  Tobacco  -  What  it  means  to  the  American  Farmer." 

FS  h-J>6  "Record  World  Centrifuga  1  Sugar  Crop  Estimated." 

FC  lo-jb  "Status  Cotton  Purchase  Authorizations  Under  Title  1,  PL  hQO." 

FR  9-5^~"Trends  in  World  Rice  Imports  Among  Principal  Importers." 

FLM  15-56  "Venezuela:  New  Quarantine  Regulations  for  Meats." 

You  can  get  any  of  these  free  upon  request. 

Destination  -  Rainbow's  End 

Asst.  Dir.  "Mac"  McClarren,  who  is  riding  herd  on  the  USDA  "Color"  Visual 
Workshop  here  Jan.  28 -Feb.  T]  tells  us  pre-registration  is  running  heavy.     If  you 
plan  to  be  here  and  don't  already  have  the  pre-registration  forms,  Mac  suggests 
you  write  for  them  promptly,  so  they  can  get  the  selective  sessions  lined  up 
to  save  you  time  when  you  get  here.    This  is  the  5th  Annual  USDA  Visual  Workshop. 
There  will  be  general  sessions  each  morning  with  the  selective  workshop  sessions 
in  the  afternoons.  -  All  on  color  visuals.    Mon.  Jan.  28,  O.C.  Holland,  dir.  of 
adv.  and  sales  promotion,  printing  ink  division,  I  nter chemical  C orp.  will  talk 
on  "Magic  of  Color".    Barry  Wood,  Exec.  Producer  of  WIDE,  WIDE,  WORLD  will  give 
a  visualized  presentation  of  NBC's  pioneering  in  Color  TV.     Later  sessions  will 
include  color  in  Motion  Pictures,  color  in  publication,  color  in  design,  color- 
ful script  writing,  painting  with  light,  farm  TV  programs  in  color,  etc,  etc., 
with  a  trade  show  of  audio- visual  equipment  in  the  Department  Patio. 

Sincerely, 

u 

D  3  2  8  6      -  .  jvg^g  BeatY)  chief 

Radio  and  Television  Service 
P.S.    Remember  Feb.  2  -  that's  your  day  and  our  day  -  Farm  Broadcasters  Day, 
February  2.     (Also  Ground  Hog  Day) 
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